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acknowledged and her crowning as Queen, the
birth of Elizabeth and the declaration by law
of her legitimacy (though she was illegitimate in
the eyes of all Europe and of course in those of
ecclesiastical authority); while in the year 1534
you get all the acts one after another which
culminated in the complete separation of England
from Rome. That was already accomplished
before the summer of 1534, and the seal was
set upon the whole process by the full Act of
Supremacy in the first days of November of that
year: for it was the custom of any English Parlia-
ment that might be summoned to meet on or
just after All Souls' Day. Clement died only
six weeks earlier, at the end of September in that
same year.
He is therefore the man in supreme authority
during all the period of the divorce and of the
schism.
Now the prime historical question which his
reign arouses is this. Could the position have
been saved? Could the Pope, by the exercise
of certain virtues or certain intellectual qualities
in a fashion different from that which he actually
showed, have prevented the loss of England to
the unity of the Faith? It is a question of the
very first importance to the whole history of
Europe for, as I am never tired of repeating, if
England had not gone Christendom would still